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From the Danocratic Reviow.
The Philosophy of the American Union :

OR, THE PRINCIPLES OF ITS COHESIVEXESS.

THE ELEMENTS OF DISUNION,

Whom God hath united let no man separate, is
an injunction appled to man and woman in matri-
mony, and is founded on the correlative ur;:ulit:t-
tion of the wedded -'u‘.i}l,le‘. God has creasted cuch
of the parties incomplete without the other, and

I e mtelleetual ten-
wd physical powers subsidiary to the so-
two. The same injunction
is oceasionally applied tondly to the political union
of the 1rn  States o our national eonfedera-
L5 but we shall S ak more I-l'»!If[.li-}_\'. in times

h with oreans, desires,

endued

R TN
Clal costleseence of the

SOV T

like the present, if we examine less poetically the

haracteristies of our federnl nationality, which

instesd] of being a union that nature dietated, is a
result of consummnte art Lo unite whom
God separated. making some of them powerful
feeble, scattering them zlso apart with
diversiiving them with

dif climate, naturs productions,
al habits, industrial pursuits and capabilities,
<o that cven a unitorm tardl of imposts, which
shall be compatible with the prosperity of all the
States, s constantly a result of elaborately adjust-
ed compromises between the antagonistic interests
ol {i]l' l't."-]ll t':i\ﬂ.' i“"ll!‘t-illl'éi'l'?‘-. =0 \i-i:t‘l'l[ Werle
antavonisms broueht into contlict in the vear
tf\' )

those

wnd others

Vsl niervening distanees ;
e terences of

these
1832,
.'Il I.r'-_.'r-_" i y
the non-manufacturinge States who were only eon-

a tandl that was deemed too faverable
and conscquently too aggressive to

sumers, that South Carcolina organized asystem of

|duly ratified, that *“the powers nut delegated to
‘the United States by the constitution, nor prohibi-
'ted by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people.”” The amendment
grew out of a desire therefor by several States,
(expressed when they originally acceded to the
(constitution ; and for the avowed object of ** pre-
venting misconception or abuse of power.”

The cohesiveness of the confederacy, and the
circumseription of its powers, are made by nature
measures of each other.

When France adopted recently universal suf-

_ bove : . 4. frage as the basis of her republic, Lamartine re- |
Political circuiars or publhie addresses for the benefit | ;yarked in its favor, that it was the i

strongest basis
which any government could adopt, by reason that
all occasions for revolution were extinguished,
when a people can at all times legally adapt pub-
lic measures to their own will. By like principles

a confederacy in which each confederate can regu- |

late her own interests, must be the most eohesive
of all assoeiations—no oecasion for disunion being
possible.  But a liberiy so extensive would render
impossible any efficient general action ; hence the
framers of our constitution approximated to this
extreme liberty, as far as practicable, by leaving
to the respective States all their sovereignty, ex-
cept in & few particulars, whose surrender was
deemed beneficial to each and all. Indeed, no
mathema'ical proposition can be more certain, than
that we dimimsh the causes of disunion, in propor-
tion as we cireumscribe the number of oceasions
in which the action of the ;1:1]1'[‘.‘11 government
ean legally confliet with any loeal special interest.
The converse of this rule 1s equally true, and if
our States should unanimously elter the constitu-
tion, giving unlimited sovercvignty to the general
COVernn nt, our local interests, habits and pur-
suits are so conflicting, that the Union would svon
}r!"'-‘l.l\‘ mio l-l‘il'-_:lhrlll\. as all former 1:11'-_;-' t n.]-ir-.-\
have broken, whose cohesion has been military
force—a cohesion which alone holds torether an-
tagonistic interests that a single legislature at-
tempts to subject to procrustean luws.

T'le construction af our confe :fu'u‘-'y iy wiser than
its framers.

The preservative virtue which, as shown above,
15 innate in the limited powers of our ::ru_-m-i‘n] rov-
crnment, was not foreseen by the framers of our
National Constitution, wise and patriotic as we de-
liwht to deem them.  The limitations orisinated in
the aecidental division of our country into s¢pa-
rate colonies, with separate legislative organiza-
tions, and other concomitants of distinet sover-
cignties.  Had our pe ople been united under one
vovernment  before our separation from  Great
Britain, the whole, after the attainment of inde-
pendence, would doubtless bave continued united

which the limitations are expressed.
LOOSE CONSTRUCTION.

But all constructions of any instrument are gov-
erned by the objects which the construer thinks
the instrument was designed to subserve ; hence
every remedial statute is construed liberally by
judges, that the intended remedy may be made
effectual. But when a statute imposes a penalty,
it is construed strictly, that the intended injury
may not be inflicted, it the l:mguug{- of the statute
|can aflord a reasonable doubt of its applicability.
A politician, therefore, who views the limitations

[of the Constitution as a remedy against the disso-
lution of the confederacy—( and hence as the only

|

| & strict constructionist of the powers of the Con-
|stitution. But the politician who looks superti-
cially at the limitations, deeming them only un-
reasonable obstructions of the power ‘‘to promote

the gencral welfare,” will deem the limitations | the most which is claimed by the opponents of frec | will

| as penaliies, to be inflicted only where they must;

and he will be a loose constructionist of the pu\\'urs.d““"'i‘-‘? of the government shall be redueced, as!sir nuth ; and we

danger of aggression.

preponderated over a prospective evil.
have ever tyrannized over the weaker, to the ex-
tent that aguression was met by sufferance. Ag-
gression, therefore, can only be arrested by resis
tunce. Nor is the remedy speculative merely.—
f\\’lufn Missouri, in 1820, was refused admission
:into the Union, by reason that the econstitution

| framed by her inhabitants permitted domestie sla- | rors, enjoy a truce for a season—but no endaring
means whereby any politieal good can be perma- | Very, nothing prevented the consummation of the | union. '
nently accomplished by the confederacy,) will be | #ggression but unmistukable demonstrations that| ded, and a striet construction of the eonstitution in

lit would effect a dissolution of the eonfederaey.—
| So the resistance, in 1832, of South Caroling, to a
| protective tariff, was mainly effeetual in the sub-
|sequent abandonment of the prineiple ; till now,

trade, is an incidental proteetion, after the expen-

The most efficient preservative principle is the |

But after enlightening ourselves fully on the
preservative qualities of a striet construction of
the constitution, how can we imsure its application
in national legislation ? A present good has ever
The strong

[ ~——
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as capable of self-government.

54

{times, or to live under a confederate government
(such as no preceding people ever enjoyed.

| during our whole period of encroachments) which

| nothing can cause but a great love for the Union.
| We may, therefore., under a pl.!rsiSlIIHCL‘ In our er-

With the resteratives hercin recommen-

:n]l fu!‘lln_- lewislature, we muy safely cxpect long
Years of imternal tranquility.  Geographical divi-
sions, which constitute “*the madness of the many
for the gain of a few,” will fade away. No causes
' | exist for rejecting new confederates, by local
Jeslousies in regard to the balance of sectional
may diffuse the blessings of our

of the Constitution. John Quinu}‘ Adams, “-hullnlh_'h as practieable, hy economy and the |:..m!_.}-q{ m i”ill!iii:}a]}‘. Canada-ward or Mexico-ward,

was an epen and fearless propounder of a loose
construetion, as he was of all opmions which he
honestly entertained, said, in his first presidential

message to Congress, “‘while dwelling with pleas- {the war with Mexico, and our armies there in im-  fore you this day are

ing satisfaction upon the superior excellence of our
puiitical institutions, let us not be nunmindful that
liberty is power ; that the nation, blessed with the
]ul"__;'n..'.-it ].rurliull of lih‘:l't_\‘. must, in I'rt.i].‘-‘_vl'l.ll_-ll Lo
its numbers, be the most powerful nadon upon
carth ; and that the tenure of power by man, is,
in the moral purposes of his Creator, upon condi-
tion that it shall be exercised to the ends of bene-
1]{'1-!1(‘t-. Lo ill;l'al‘u\ ¢ the eondition of himself :ll.L]
his fellow-men.  While foreign nations, less bles-
sed than ourselves with that treedom which is |
power, are advancing with gigantic strides in the
carcer of public improvement ; were we to sium-
ber in indolence, or fold up our arms and proelaim
to the world that we are palsied by the will of our
constituents, would it not be to ecast away the
bounties of Providence, and deom ourselves to
perpetual inferiority 77

|
|
All this is thus so well and patriotically stated
by Mr. Adams is true, but it is totally inapplicable
to our confederacy, who are a nation for only a/
limited number of purposes, and ecan continue a
nation only by adhering strietly to the limitations ;
as we may be assured by the present agitations,
as well as by several preceding ones which brought
the confederacy to the verge of dissolution. The
power to which Mr. Adams alludes exists in our/
States rt"hpl.'mi\'rl_\'. and their ]‘l_".'p]v, who, 1|1:-'t-_':1|_f!

.

money.  But to admit old examples, what caused
the abandonment, at the last session of Congress,
fof the Wilmot proviso, though patriotism during

minent peril for reinforeements, in vain could cause
it to be abandoned 2 And what caused the efii-
cient amendment of the fugitive slave law, the
nullification of which for many long yvears, had
been the labored effort of States, and the favorite
amusement of associated societies? and what a-
rouses in nearly all our large cities, Union meet-
s, without distinetion of I-ml‘l_\‘. to arrest slavery

—

|agitation, on which parties so long have lived ?¥—

It 1z the determined .-pirit evineed I-)‘ some of the
aggrived States, thav they will no lonzer submit
to what U‘.lkl'il;'t.‘ﬁ their interests and their I't't‘]iugcé.
Let not the truly Union men, thercfore, look
with disapprobation at the agitation which is per-
vading the South, forit is but the tempest which
15 to purily the political atmosphere; and by a
means which God hns ordained for the purposes of
longevity. Nations and society of every grude are
Iu‘li[ l‘l_‘i’.!‘l‘il‘#]l.‘ and jlh: !!}' nh!_\' the Elllt;l;;(.)llirinlh
which nature arouscs between the aggrived and
e aguressor.  dSuflerance, on the eontrary, but
facilitates further scoeression; and unrestrieted
submission in the intercourse of mankind with each
other, would be attended with universal ravave,
rapine and outrage. Thus, had the slave Stat
tamely submitted to the imposition of the Wilmot
proviso to New Mexico and Utah, we should, in-
stead of Union meetings to arrest further agita-
tion, have had meetings every where to :-]:':rii-l'ur-

slates

to the m]\..nu’itgr- of ourselves, and the }|:1p1.\i;1--.~.‘
of others.  In the languare, therefore, of inspi-
ration, (#nd no language is too sucred, ) placed be-
0K il and evil, Choose ye !
.! Virginia and south Carslina.

In another place will be found, copied from the
Richmond Enquirer, a cenies of resolutions, elabor-
ately studied out by a Special Committee of thir-
teen worthies, and :lrie-l:llrtl almost un::uiln--llhl}' h}'
the House of Delegates, on Tuesday last.  The
Senate have not yet acted upon them, but we judge
from the vote of the House that they must pass,
and that they are consequently to be eonsidered as
the “*voice of Virginia,”'—and what a voice it is '—

i what a faint hearted whine, to I‘f_'pl;:-‘r the trumpet
note that used to si:ntitli from the lips of the Great
Commonwealith.
We have observed for some time past, ia the
tichmond papers, and the Washington Ouion, the
symptoms and preparations of this appeal of Vir-
ginia to South Carolina, :l:_::iill?-'-l State aclion.—
Their articles on this subjeet have been very much
commended by Northern presses, and no doubt de-
served all the praise they have received from that
quarter. Part of the design, as indicated by these
newspapers, is that Virginmia should depute one or
more “sufficient men” to come boldly to South

own unwarrzntable interference with the domestie
relations of other men, as free as themselves, and
If these views
impute too much good sense to the North, and
u.-:rm:ially if we are not prepared for such a rever-

of our conduct as is urged in the foregoing
leaves, we are not equal to the exigency of the

The

resis- | South, even now, show a placability (as they have

Taz Birens Brr.—A New York correspondent
of the Pennsylvanian relates the following.

“The biter doer sometimes get bit.  Abolition-
ism sometimes got humbugeed; but aever so beauti-
fully asin & case which come to my knowledge to-
day, During the great exciten ent of the fugitive
slave law, at the east, a loafing ~agubond of a ne-
gro; who has been a well known dock loafer about
our docks for some yeors past, took a journey to
Union Village, ia this State, on some business con-
nected with the do-nothing socicty, of which Sam-
bo is a most industrions member,  The Abolition-
ists there asked him if he was & fugitive slave?
Cuffee, 1o ecarry out the jnl\l', (for the felflow is &
practical joker, ) replied in the affirmative, where-
upon they treated him very hindly, raised money
for him, gave him good dinners, some very exeel-
lent clothing, and, with letters from brother this to
somehody that sent him on his way from town to
town, everywhere receiving the sume sttention as
at Union Village.

““At last, having reached Whitehall, Sambeo
[ thought he would come back to New York, and re
[sume his dock loafing again, having made moncy
and comfortables enough in the fugitive slave
““business™ to muke him twlerably independent du-
ring the winter. He tells the story of his adven-
tures with grest gusto, and particuluarly the distin
guished attentions paid him by the “big fulks.'”
He spent several i_l;l"'h at the house of ex-Governor
Slade, of Vermont. He advises Lis fellow-loafers,
and the blacks generally, to go into ““de business,
| and make'em fortune.”  The eream of the joke in
| this ease is to be found in the fact that the fellow
iw:i..-a never south of Mason and Dixon's line in his
ife!  He was born at Saratogo, in this State, in
{ 1820, lived a while in Pennsylvania, and laterly in
|1l:i.~. city, but never in a slave State.  The “*docu-
ments” given him by some of the Abolition gentle-
men he fell in with, are exeeedingly rich.”

Some of the submission prints are rejoicing in an-
ticipation of the downfall of the Southern Press.—
We hear no such I'l-jt"lf‘il 4 }lnfif';ll'.-lfill[:h- in refer-

| ence to the ““National Era,” the abolition organ ot
the same city. In nothing does Southern submis-
sionism so exhibit its treason to home and its deep
depravity, as in the expression of its fierce hatred
to those whose erime is, devotion to the Rights of
the South. They ean forgive any thing but South-
ern patriotism.  Strange mystery ! 1f the South
falls she will fall by the parcidal hands of her own

Carolina, and use their utmost strenuous industry |sons.  Such will be the verdiet of the grand in-
to prevent her from running off the track. They [tillvsl. of history, when in future ages, the rise and
fortify this suggestion by a formerinstance. When | fall of her institutions is written. 1t will be recor-

South Carolina they Say, wWas on the veree of col-
lision with the General Government in 1832, Vir-

ded that with all the elements of a successful de-

thoush a tanff is the under some single organizition ; lu_-t“illlstz':udina'
nerdl  povern- |the lesson of all history that large consolidated

all the States. | governments, whether monarchial or republican,

Hapipi-

to 1ts collection ;
ot indispensable want of the

ment, and w

Lnee
p insure its uniformity

contain alike the elements of dissolution.

Wiks + of the prineipal motives for the tormation !

of the Union.  So the long embargo that oceurred | 1Vs therefore, for us, when our ancestors eonven-
dluringe the [-?"~;:fa-h-'\' of Jellerson, and the long ed to “form a more pericet union,” the diseor-
commercial non-intereourse with foreien countries, dant interests of our extensive couniry were al-

and subsequent war during the presideney of Madi-

ready grouped into separate State sovereignties,

‘of slumbering in indolence and folding their arms,” |™ ¥ e 7 . . S 1
have advanced in the career of public improve- 1\\.11‘1.11.}: :fl“’h“““ "'i‘ h".“;’!j\‘ '_n_“':: I')]“_'.'I"t gi to-
ments, canals, rail-roads, plank-roads, electric | un ia ; and e coniederacy, “‘soanng in s

| pride of place,” would have been continually thus
| “hawked at by every monsing owl,” il it would
| have lost all its preservatve elements, and become
| practically a huge consolidation, which the diver-.
[sity of exasperated local interests, and geographi-
[eal hatreds, would, eventually, have broken into

l"ll':']‘;l]l*. :-T.c';:l'nf)-.llii I’l:i\'i:';linn. :-!-t';:l].-~hip con-
struction, public education, and all the other ele-
ments of progress, to adegree which no other
people ever witnessed ; and to a degree which the
national government could not have attained had 1t
been l:-_-___ml]}' invested with the attributes of unre-

| fence, with power and resources boundless and un-
(rivaled, the South became felo de se.— Columiue
| Enguirer.

gmia interposed with her friendly advice and good
offers, and sent one of her distinguished citizens to
South Carolina, as a peace maker. The resualt
was that Seuth Carelina was delivered out of the
lion’s jaws, and the Union was saved! Suchis
the aecount which these veracious and interesting

Seward Endorsing Fillmore,
The members of New York I.--\__:i.~lu:ure have
lately been on a visit to New York City. While

son, were results of some of the most indispensa- and could be united under one federal whole only

ble fupetions of every government ; but they af-
feeted our States se ditterently, that while some
Prospors d therennder. others were =o injured, that
4 Convention waos assembled st Hartford to give
orcanizazion and eflficicney to the dissatisfied, with

4 view o the coercive termination ol their griev-

The forecoine elements of disunion are inveler-
uted by the eonstitucnt formanoen of our nanonal
leoislature,  In the Froneh chambers the mem-
bers are all Frenehmen ; hut our memboers of Con-
rress  are effcetivi i_\' Goorotans, New-Yorkers,
Coarolinians, Pennsvivan o e, every member
beine dentified by int d by tilial attach-
] s with the Stz Ty ';'!"l:..“.l::f{ili\\L‘ll
prrttaliiy he owes his and ordinarily his
h pes ol future advaneement : bhenese the I pur-
tanee which is attached by the States respectively
to the admission of new States into the Uniun, as
uiflaencing the balance of puwer in Congress !:\
twoeen tl __._-.:__,-'_--,}‘]-;'u-;,] divisions of the confuder-
W The [I'-.:"'\-'.l| clicet of this want of homo-
reneity i our legslature is seen in the hostility
whieh existed to the purchase of Louisiana and
Fiomda, to ¢l :.i'.|ili-i'=! m of Texas, to the pro-
ress of our viclories in Mexico, and i our chur-
lish recepti by weaty, of California and New
.‘\il Xi

lhe ¢lements of disunion whieh we thus exem-

I rather than enumerate, are not an ulu-.\'}:rd’
' i i our confederaev.  Thev manifes-
themselves in the convention that formed our
Constitution, and constituted an obstacle

od
tod
national
which scemed for a lone time lusurmountable, and
which was ultim i?r}}' overcome bv only numerous
¢ -]il;"n'l.‘fll-'.""'. oo 4!!‘.‘1\\ with i_:rl_-c"i;il_rn lhu_' ]i[u_-
between tho=e rights which must be surrendered,
and those which may be preserved, is at all times
difficuls,”™ sawid the convention; ** and on the pre-
gent this difieulty,” say they, ““was
inereased by a difference among the several States
as to their situation, extent, habits, and peculiar
The Constitution which we now pre-

ineredient

occa "‘i' Ml

Hmierests,

sent is the result of amity. and of that natural €Vinces constant uneasiness to be disconneected | of our position, is painfully indicative that the na- |

deference and concession whieh the peculianty of
our political situation rendered indispensable.—
That it will meet the full and entire :llllu'llf'l:lliul‘l of
every State is not, perhaps, to be expected ; but
cach will doubtless consider, that had her interests
alone been t'*'!l"-tllf{"li, the consequences Inif,_fhl
have been particularly disagreeable or injurious to
othe

By the unanimous order of the Convention,

“Grorce Wasnmiyetos, President.”’

The most efficient compromise in forming the
general government was a limitation of its pow-
ers.

When we speak of the compromises of the Con-
stitution, we are prone to regard only the provi-
sions that relate to domestie slavery. These com-
pr-.-mi.-t-:-; proceeded from the t‘lii.‘-i;iii:_'; interests of
the several States ; Lut the most important com-
yromise 15 referred to in the above address of Gen-

eral Washington, where he speaks “‘of drawing |

with precision the line between those rights which
must be surrendered, and those which may be
preserved.”  This compromise consisted in recon-
ciling the clashing interests of the federal sover-
4-i_:.'.l:i}' that was to be ereated, and the State’s sov-

ercignty that was mugllL to be retained. The\

reconcilement was eventually perfected by limit-
ing the action of the general government to a
small number of cxpressed objects. The States
I]..'l.ll n_*(_-pnll\,- L-n‘(-rqud r]'Um a coniest “"i.:.h (;r!.'al;
Britain, whose monarch had, by a definitive treaty,
ceded his undoubted sovereignty not to the United
States as a whole, but to each State severally
and by name ; bhence the States went inte the con-
stitutional convention as independent sovereigns.
They severally determined to make no surrenders
of power not dictated by their respective interests;
and they left the convention in the belief that they
retained all the sovereignty they had not specifi-
cally surrendered. We may well admire the elab-
orale precautions that were taken in the constitu-
tion to render this belief apparent and secure ;
but to make the restriction as definite as language
can make it, the Congress that assembled under
the new constitution, ( March 4th, 1789) added
thereto an amendment, which was subsequently

by continuing measurably distinet,  Our national
government commenced, therefore in a separ 1tion,
Just where a eonsolidated national government
weuld have violently terminated, after some years
of smouldering rebellion.  The wisdom of no man
could hiave wl'i'_._:‘ih‘.i?r-! the eoned llii'-ll of a povern-
ment limited like ours, and we are vet to learn
whether man possesses wisdom enough to endure
To err in this i.:ll'li-'ui.nr 1s most
easy, for while the motive for limitations ean be
scen only by luborious examination, (the motives
for disregarding their spirit, if not their letter,
are as apparent to every member of Congress, and
artiszn orator, as the blessings which he sees de-
ductble from any measure that will minister to llisl
prejudices, interests or self-conevit. '

Lhe liwmitations f:lr' our Constilution are as j‘(!-
varalle to e rsonal (th rty as to the durativi t:]' our
.'fm:f; dera . |

Noiwithstandinzg the world has gazed at our
political system for more than sixiy years, the
vulgar principle of furcibly subjeeting one loeulity |
to the mteresis and notions of another, is the only
kind of n-__;-_:;I‘t-;__-;ﬂi\ e 11.=.5':u:'|':|i7:.' that is vt [lr;:L'l]t';-l
cd in Europe ; henee the first use which France|
made of its lately sequired republicanism was to
impose the philanihropy of France on its West In-
dia eolontes, l-}' u!w;i\hilr__; therein domestie slave-
1y, irrespeciive wholly of the wishes and interests

ol the colonists, who were thus summarily depriv-
ed of self-government.  Such an intermeddling
with other people’s consciences and  properiy,
though probably consummated in defirence 1o lib-
erty, is repugnant to the more pervading liberty
which results from permitting every community to
regulate its own domestic poliey—a liberty which
is as precious to a small community as toa larger, :
and which is enly surrendered by any, from phy-
sieal necessity.

Ils restraints.,

The principle of interference by one community
with the loeal concerns of another, is, however, |
never limited to domestie slavery. It is practised |
towards the religious prejudices of Ireland, who

from England. The principle of interference, |
wherever established, obeys no limit, but the suf- |
ferance of its vietims ; hence the repeated insur-|
rections of Poland to be severed from Russia, and |
the late sanguinary struggle of Hungary to be in- |
dependent of Austria. The sad results of inter-
ference contrast now with the conduet of Texas,
voluntarily relinquishing her distinet nationality,
{and in the language of a great man, *“‘fighting
her way into the Union.”” And look at California
when lately the steamship Oregon was descried
in the bay of San Francisco, and by the contin-
‘ued booming of her cannon, gave note that she
| brought great news. Soon multitudes of ju}_'fully-.l
expectant people rushed to the beach, and from
|every pinicle floated suddenly the “‘the stars and
stripes,”” for California was admitted into the
| Union. But let no man be so superficial as to
suppose, that the bells which were pealed on that |
| oecasion, the bonfires which lighted every hill, the

' public meetings for congraulation, and the gen-
eral enthusiasm, were produced by considerations
| that California had become conneeted with a pow-
erful sovereignty. The enthusiasm arose from a
| consciousness that California had herself become
sovereign, with only so much subjugation to the
hrencml government as California behieved was for
er advantage.

T'he limitations of the Constitution depend more
on their construction than on their letter.

_Having shown that the limitations of the Con-
stitution are as favorable to the most extensive
liberty, as to the longest duration of our confed-
eracy, we gain but little, because the efficiency of
the limitations will depend on the rules of con-
struction which we apply to them. This is dis-
coverable in the diversity of opinions which at
different times have prevailed on the constitution-
ality of a national bank, and in numerous other
constitutional conflicts of opinion which have filled
volumes of law reports. Captiousness is not the
origin of the disagreements, but an inherent diver-
sity of men’s feelings, interests, knowledge and
acuteness ; hence the principles which are to be
used in construing constitutional limitations, are

stricted .-in\.-rvi_-_fn!-\: |

Our only alternative is strict construction or dis-
solution. )

Seeing then that the loosest construction which |
can be imagined will not promote good objects so
cifective i'\' as the strictest consiruciion, we need
1wt regret, that by the laws of nature we possess
no alternative but to be content with the good
which the general government ean effeet within
the sphere of its most restricted powers, or to|
weaken the bonds of our Union. Recent events |
show that these views are more than theoretical,
and they have painfully forced on the pereeption of
the most obtuse intélleet, that the loose construe-
tion by which Congress claims the power to eir-
cumseribe domestie slavery in the Territories, in-
terferes so sensitively with our Southern eonfed- |
erates as toimmediately endanger the Union.

Now in relation to the right of a State to secede
from the Union, or to redress injuries to her sov- |

ereignty by any other means in her power, the |

right is not constitutional, any more than our origi-
nal revolution was loyal, or that our war of 1812
was conformable to the definitive treaty made
with Great Britain in 1783, and which stipulated
for a “‘perpetual peace.”  The right of secession |
is nevertheless perfect, being one of the “inalien-
able richits” referred to in the Declaration of In-
dependence ; and with which it says, we are en-
dowed by our Creator. Enumerated among these
are ‘‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness;™
and “whenever any form of government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the right of the
people to alter or abolish if, and to institute a new
government.”

We all feel that secession is practicable, and to
urge a discontinuance of further annoyances a-
guinst the South, we have lately seen numerously
aftended “Union Meetings” in our large com-
mereial cities, and their influence will be salutary ;
but the parties seem not to have probed to the bot-
tom of the difficulty. Indeed, the superficial
views which these m'(‘vlinn,;s take of the difficulty

ture of our confederacy is too little understood by
its friends, They see our present danger, and are
desirous of averting it; but they seem moved
th(_'l'("ii) more b'\' ll-:-l_r of (.‘"'"Ff]‘{lll[‘-'l':l(‘l"!: than f‘('l'l\'iL“
tion of error, in the principle from which the dan-
ger has arisen. They ery aloud for Union, and
some would fight for it, but these are not the way
(especially the latter) of obtaining it ; and hu-
manity may rejoice that it is not. But especially
they seem not to know that slavery agitation is only
the symptom of a disease, not the disease itself.—
The disease is a loose construction of the Consti-
tution, and the remedy is a strict econstruction.—
Slavery is only the symptom of to-day, as a pro-
tective tariff was the symptom of 1832, and as a
great system of internal improvements by the gen-
eral government may be to-morrow. The friends
of Union, therefore, should understand that they
must be strict constructionists of the Constitution,
if they would be Union-men in an intelligent,
pervading, and enduring sense.

Wiolesome restriction exceeds the conventional
restriclions.

Nor need we fear that the strictest construction
to which we can subject the constitution, will be
prejudicial.  Our dangers lie not thitherward.—
The abolition of slavery in the District of Colum-
bia is constitutionally within the power of Con-
gress, as was the abolition therein of the slave
trade; but who knows not that this legislation is
distasteful to the South, and thus conflicts in spirit
with the constitutional restrictions which enable
the confederacy to hold together ? When, also,
some years ago, the proceeds of the public lands
were distributed among the States in the most
equitable manner, to the great relief of some
States, and to the support of education in others,
yet it was offensive to some of the agricultural
States, though certainly constitutional. They saw
that the money which was thus diverted from the
federal treasury would necessarily be supplied by
an enhanced tariff; and that the non-manufactur-
ing States would thus be taxed to the benefit of
the manufacturing States, as effectually, as though
the tariff had beenenhanced for the express pur-

eracy he becomes an accomplice in the overthrow

| practically nullified the old.

irreparable fragments.

For the aggrieved to resist aggression is, there-
fore, the most p.'l.n‘iulic of duties ; and the fault of
the Soutly consists in not having resisted effectual-
Iy in 1820, instead of compromising by the cireum-
seriptfon of slavery in Missouri.  If an injured
party is subdued by force, he must submit ; but
he who submits without physical necessity is an
aveessary to his own dishonor ; and in our confed-

of the Union,

Al the concessions of the Sowth have been ren-
dered without an r"-'jl‘{r‘l‘(l’.!f .

Nor need we be surprised that the South is not
quicted by the late compromise measures. Who
sees not that the Californians formed their consti-
tution under the coercion of knowing that admis.
sion into the Union was i11;1'rr:11_-lic:abfa-. except by
a prohibition of slavery; and that an extension of
the interdiet over nearly all the territory acquired |
from Mexico, would faethtate the admission. To
say that the new fugitive slave law is an equiva-
lent for this ;a.-;;rr-w-.‘iuu. 1s to aguaravate the injur-\‘
by tuking advantage of our own wrong : for the
new law is beneficial to the South only because we
The like may be said
of our abandonment of the Wilmot proviso in the

orranization of New Mexico and Utah, an aban-

donment that was useful to the South by reason
only of our wrong in meditating the restriction.—
In short, every compromise the South has entered
into bas resulted in a saerifice without an available
equivalent.  Capitation and other direct taxation
was, by the consiitation, to be apportioned among
the States aceording to the ratio of their represen- |
tation ; hence, rather than be taxed for the whole
number of their slaves, the South consented that
every five slaves should be counted as only three |
persons,  But no dircet taxation is levied, and the
loss of representation by the South is without an |
equivalent ; aggravated, too, by the fact that eve- |
ry five slaves who eseape to the North without be- |
ing recaptured, will be represented in Congress as
five persons; though the blacks are usually as
much debarred from lhe right of suffrage in the
North as in the South. '
The remedu which alone can restore fratornal
harmony.
The people, like other sovereigns, are so little |
accustomed to hear truth, that the foregoing re-
marks may seem strange ; but the time is arrived |
when the whole truth should be told, that Ulll'll
citizens, never acting intentionally wrong, may |
know what is due to their virtue and patriotism.—
They will not learn it from partisan leaders, who, |
in speaking of even the late compromise measures, |
seem more intent on apologizing for abandoning
the Wilmot Proviso, (some law of God having
superseded it, they say,) than by wholesomely
inculeating the usurpation of its infliction. To
thus doubt the patriotism and wisdom of the peo-
Jle is an old error, and will not medicate the
wounds we have inflicted in fraternal bosoms.—
In vain, also, are our protestations of love for the
Union, unless we show our love more effectively
than by declamations—and be assured, that a for-
bearance from lawlessly obstructing the Fugitive
Slave law, (armed, as it now is with fearful penal-
ties, and with a President said to be determined
to enforee them, ) is not all that is required by love
for the Union ; nor is mere abstinence from furth-
er agyression—little more remaining for further
aggression to accomplish. If our Union demon-
strations are something more than a temporary
bending to the whirlwind of our own raising, we
must make restitution to the South, by a division
of California at the latitude of 36° 30" ; some ten
millions of dollars will be given for which, will
bless California, and regain the fricndship of the
South,

THE CONCLUSION.

Politicians who excite each other in Congres-
sional debate, are prone to mistake for public feel.
ing what is only an cffect of their own position.—
The people of the North cared nothing last winter
what terms of compromise should be concocted, so
long as the terms would restore peace ; and they
care nothing now for the respective measures, ex-
cept as they shall prove effectual towards harmo-
ny. In truth, the North had, last winter, no sur-

of more practical importance than the words in

pose of protection.

L1

| . - . - - - -

This action of Virginia was taken as a proof of res-
| peetful sympathy on the part of a sister State, and
| as such was responded to with honest -rordi:-.lil_\'.—-l'.

{ be urge that Virginia has disowned her principies,

chronielers give, of the settlement of the nulifica-
tion strugele.  We remember very well the mission
of Warkins Leran, and that he was kindly receiv-
ed, and that the purpose of his visit was consider-
ed as respectable as his personal character was es- |
timable.  We have always understood that his rep- |
resentations were listened to with entire courtesy,

but we never before heard it hinted that his mission |
had any more weight in the settiement of the con-
troversy, than the mission of Mr. Hugh S. Legare
to Belgium, which took place about the same time.

Jut inasmuch as neither the ambassador nor the
State that commissioned him, professed to have |
any power to treat on the question involved, and |
imasmuch as South Carolina passed the Ordinanee |
of Nulifieation and Congress met it by the Compro- |
mise of ‘33 beeause they did not dare to meet it by |
armies and navies,—it is really a most unaccount-
able pretension this, that Virginia settled that eon- |
troversy by sending Mr. Watkins Leigh to South
Carolina, with a bundle of advice, not a serap of
which was ever used.

But we desire not to undervalue the attentions of
Vircinia—far from it. If she shall decide to send
a deputation of her citizens to present her remon-
strances and her opinion to the Legislature or the
Convention of this State, we feel assured they will
meet a kindly welcome and a respectful audience,
We think, indeed, we are justified in promising,
that the attention will be reciprocated, and that
some trustworthy eitizen of Carolina will be sent to
Richmond, provided with copiesof former resolves
and solemn pledges of Virginia, (which this State
has done no more than eopy and follow up, ) and
commissioned to invite and urge her to resume her
office of leader of the South, and return to that po-
sition, whenee alike her honor and her safety
mourh her absence.

Certainly the Carolina representative would have
much the most inspiring office. His work would
be to win over a powertul ally to a noble and a sa-
cred eause—the cause of organized liberty against |
the attacks of a reckless agrarianism. What, on 'l
the other hand, will the Virginian say to us?

Will |
dishonored her pledges, and slunk away from a
contest of which she was the first to mark the im-
passable boundaries,—and that, therefore, it is
proper that as Carolina followed her lead to the
battle-field she should also follow the same leader
in abandoning the batteries and deserting the stan-
dards!

Will he take these latest Legislative resolves,
and expound them for our edification and corvec-
tion! It will ¢all for an ingenious man to extract
much matter from them. The most serious propo-
sition contained in them is, in effect, that the seces-
sion of South Carolina would be dangerous to the
integrity of the Union! and the only practical
measure broached, is the instruction to the Gover-
nor to send a copy of the resolves to every State
except Vermont. So we have here a new Virginia
platiorm, made up of the profound deduction, that
secession is unfavorable to the integrity of the
Union, and of the comprehensive remedial meas-
ure of cutting the acquaintance of Vermont, and
there is to be an embassy to South Carolina to set
forth these immensely important matters,

Charleston Mercury.

Ix Tue Fiern.—The following letter from Gen-
eral Winfield Scott was addressed to the Whig
Committee of Mfllin county, in Penn., in answer to
a series of resolutions adopted by them recommen-
ding him as a candidate for the Presidency of the
United States;

Wasniseros, March 12.

Dear Sir: The Whig Committee and the See-
retary of Juniata county, Pennsylvania, have done
me great honor.

The approbation of my countrymen was the first
and will be the last great object of my life. If 1
have the happiness to obtain that, it will be of mi-
nor importance whether it leads to a change inmy
official position or not.

With my most respectful regard to the gentie-
men of the committee, I remain, my dear sir, yours

truly, 3
- WINFIELD SCOTT.

| Wm. H. Seward being among the guests.

there they were entertained in fine style at the
Astor House, by the City Council—the notorious

His

l:-;'u-c-t:h leaves no doubt of the act n]rraid}‘ announc-

ed through the press, that whatever may have
been the feelings, in months passed, on the
part of the President and the New York Senator
towards each other, they are now of the kindest
character. Mr. Sewurd thus speaks of President
Fillmore ;

“Hon. Wm. H. Seward. on being ealled upon
spoke as follows : Gentlemen—Legislators of the
City of New York, and Legislators of the State
of New Yoerkeed perform aebecrfulduty in rising,
as it seems to me to be your wish, to respond to
ihe sentiment in which you have expressed your
confidence in regurd to the Executive and the Leg-

islature of the United States of America. It is

(not presumptious in me to say, or behalf of ihe

tllustrious citizen who fills the chair of the Chief

| Magistracy of the United States—the native cifi-

zen of New York, the second one who has filled
that distinguished place—that his sentiments are
what they onght to be—just and impartial to all the
members of this confederacy: and yet, that the
sun which he worships most, and which he will
worship last, is that which he gazed on in his ear-
liest hours—the sun of the State of New York.”

Of course then, with the testimony of Mr. Se-
ward that Fillmore's *“ sentiments are what they
ourht to be,” the South ean no longer distrust or
doubt him. The bond of indemnity against any
infringment of her rights, which is tendered to the
South, stands thus: Mitvarp Frixore, Prinei-
pal, WirLiam H. Sgwarp, Security. Who but
the veriest fire-eater, can object to the sufficiency
of the mstrument ?—Neshville American.

Tre Sovrnerx PPamrior.—There is something
very remarkable—at least very novel—in the mode
of condueting and circulating this new paper pub-
lished at Greenville.

We have been informed by several gentlement

| residing in different parts of our district, that large

packages of the Patriot are sent regularly to the
several post offices, directed to individualsin some
insiances, and in others sent for distribution, with
the assurance, by a responsible man living in
Greenville, that the paper will be sent to any per-
son free for three months, and not to be paid for at
all but at the pleasure of the readers. Now, if the
proprietors of that paper can afford to give it away,
(and in this way make an issue of 2,000 copies, )
we have no right to complain. But we have a
right to make our own inferences. Such a paper
cannot be published; issuing 2,000 copies weekly,
without a very considerable expenditure of money.
If the proprietors thus give away their own money,
they certainly deserve e¢redit for enlarged liberali-
ty and unusual benevolence. If, however, they
are expending funds appropriated for that purpose
by others, then the degree of their generosity
would be somewhst abated, and another inguiry
would arise: what is the secret of this effort of
propagandism? For that seems the proper word
to detine this extraordinary movement. We are
at no loss to conjecture. At present, we content
ourselves with merely stating the facts, as reported

election for State officers and Congressmen yes-
terday Phil Allen giem.) Eas elected G‘ovemor
by 600 majoity. corge G. King (wh and
}Z B. Thm‘!:‘wi (dem. ) were elected t(o C(gzzn-us
Lieut. Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney
General, and State Treasurer, are all democrats.
In the Senate 13 whigs and 14 ocrats—no
choice in four distriets. In the House 25 whigs
and 31 democrats—no choice in six districts. The
present democratic majority on joint ballot is sev-
en.— Memphis Appeal.

It is reported that two men were arrested in a
neighboring county for stealing a door ; they were
caught when they went back to steal the house '—

[ Alieghany Enterprise.

We know them. They were sent to the Pem-
tentizry £ om Lake county son e years a- o Jor stual-
ing & saw mill. They Were eaught while attemyp -
ing bwuaﬂg ——Pameville Telegraph.

When a man starts to California he ealls the

renders to make, but a relinquishment of their

A. K. McCrrrs, Esq.

country El Dorade: When he comes back he eslls
it Hlell-Dorado. * , :




